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Send them to school or keep them home? 
 

• Fever–keep them home if your child has had a fever 
100.0 or higher in the last 24 hours.  Tylenol or other 
fever reducers should not be used in the morning to 
reduce a fever prior to sending your child to school.  
A fever is a sign of infection and your child should 
not be in school if fever is present. 

• Chicken pox–keep them home until all blisters are 
crusted over and dry or lesions are faded 

• Diarrhea-keep them home if your child is experi-
encing unusual diarrhea 

• Fifth’s Disease-send them to school once the rash 
appears; children are no longer contagious once the 
rash appears and may attend school 

• Hand, Foot, and Mouth Disease (Coxsackievirus)-
send them to school as long as your child is well 
enough to attend school 

• Head Lice-send them to school AFTER treatment 
If your child has head lice, they will be sent home 
when it is found.  After they are treated they may 
come back to school the next day; they will be 
checked each morning by the school nurse 

• Impetigo-send them to school 24 hours AFTER 
treatment is begun 

• Measles-keep them home for 4 days after rash ap-
pears 

• Mouth Sores-keep them home IF saliva or exudate 
is excessive 

• Pertussis-keep them home until 5 days after antibi-
otics have begun 

• Pinworm-send them to school AFTER treatment 
has begun 

• Contagious Pinkeye (Conjunctivitis)-keep them 
home UNTIL 24 hours after treatment is begun 

• Rash–keep them home until diagnosed as non-
contagious 

• Ringworm-keep them home until treatment has 
begun 

• Rubella-keep them home until 7 days after rash 
appears 

• Scabies-keep them home until treatment has been 
completed 

• Shingles same as Chicken Pox, unless the rash can be 
completely covered 

• Strep Throat-keep them home until 24 hours after 
treatment has begun, AND 24 hours without fever 

 
If your child has been unable to sleep due to 
discomfort, flu symptoms, cold symptoms, or 
fever, they should rest at home.  If your child 
has a fever, rash, or pain of unknown origin, 
they should rest at home.  If symptoms con-
tinue, they should be evaluated by a physician.  
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